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Reloading
Gear & Goodies
Shoot ’em, reload ’em
and shoot ’em again!

H

aving lost most of my reloading gear to fire and the rest
to flood a few years later, I’ve spent the last decade-plus
in a Rip Van Reloader state of “handloading coma.” When I
finally awoke, I found first, thankfully, reloading is kinda like
riding a bike; once you get aboard and pedaling, the basics
all come back to you—though it’s like going from a singlespeed Schwinn cruiser to a 24-speed mountain bike. And
second, adjusted for inflation, you can get into reloading
better, faster and safer now for about the same start-up
bucks as 15 years ago!
While I was dozing, the good got
better and the best got fantastic!
Whether you’re a first-time handloader, a Rip Van Reloader like me
or an established hull-stuffer looking
for upgrades, you’ll find something
tempting here. (And also in this issue,
see my “Odd Angry Shot” column for
more handloading tips and tools.)
Unless you’re loading small numbers of a single-caliber cartridge,
a single-stage reloading press will
quickly leave you longing for more
speed and flexibility. So, why not start

Lee Precision’s Classic Turret Press Kit is
a “best buy” for beginning reloaders.
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out with a setup that will bang out
250 rounds per hour? The recentlyexpanded Classic Turret Press Kit by
Lee Precision has all the hardware you
need except a set of dies, and it’s all
top-quality gear at a bargain price.
You even get Richard Lee’s second
edition of Modern Reloading, which
has everything but crock-pot recipes!
If you’re short on space, check out
Lee’s compact, 3-legged Reloading
Stand too.
When you’re ready to step up to a
progressive reloading press capable of

Hornady’s Lock-N-Load AP (above) is a very
efficient high volume press. The iSD Powder
Dispenser and Scale by SmartReloader USA
(below) has a digital memory and much more.

producing 500 professional-quality
rounds per hour, the Hornady LockN-Load AP is just the ticket; an autoindexing 5-station ammo factory. One
of its best features—among many—is
the Universal Case Retainer Spring,
which allows you to handily remove
and reinsert cases of any size at any
point in the process. Too, the powder dispenser has an “idiot-proof ”
feature which stops it from dumping
gunpowder if you forgot to insert an
empty cartridge! Yeah, I admit it; I
like that—and need it.
Here’s another winner that will
quickly pay for itself in time saved:
The digital iSD Powder Scale and
Dispenser
from
SmartReloader
USA. It is accurate to .1 grain with
all standard smokeless powders, with
a 1,500-grain-scale capacity and
1-pound-plus hopper capacity. You
can create and store up to 50 custom
loads for instant recall, and you can
name and number them yourself. It
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Clint on Home Defense:

Berry’s 400 Tumbler gets high marks for quiet
running and ruggedness.

Lee Precision’s Ergo Prime takes hand priming
to a new level.

neck rifle cartridges, you know case
trimming, chamfering and deburring
is the most laborious, time-consuming, curse-worthy chore in the whole
process. I used to do all that by hand,
and it was a real pain. With the Giraud unit, you just push the case in for
a second or two and you’re done! The
finished case is precision-trimmed,
chamfered, deburred and smoothed
The Giraud Power Case Trimmer: Precise,
in an instant! The brass shavings are
efficient and fast!
even trapped in a clear lexan cylinmeasures in grains, grams, carats and der. Changing calibers only requires
ounces, and runs off 110V or 220V. changing cutter heads and case holdYou can even electronically adjust the ers, and setups are available in 68 calitrickle rate.
bers, from .17 K-Hornet through .243
The big, clear display is nice, and Ackley Improved to .50 BMG!
the iSD is fantastic for working up
All good reloading press setups
“ladder loads” by small fractions at include a primer seating function,
a time. I don’t think this was even but I’ve always preferred priming
dreamed of when I fell asleep! Shop my cases by hand, so I have a sure
around, because I found the iSD for tactile feel for seating them properly
$120 under the retail of $349.95 at without crushing them. This is espe“Cheaper Than Dirt” online.
cially true if you work with
SmartReloader offers lots
military brass which had
of well-designed reloading
crimped primer pockets.
gear including an excellent
And, a good hand primer
tumbling media separator, so
makes the process faster than
check ’em out thoroughly.
working on a press. Lee PreCleaning brass in my old
cision’s new ErgoPrime gives
rotary tumbler was slow,
you the speed, sure feel and
noisy and messy. There are
consistency you need with
many good vibrating tuman easy-on-the-hand ergoblers available now, and Bernomically contoured grip. If
ry’s 400 is one of the best. It’s
you’re changing calibers or
quiet, rugged and reliable,
primer sizes, it’s a snap; just
with a big 4-quart bowl and
swap shell holders and visa smooth-running efficient
ible primer trays, a quick, nomotor. Using crushed waltools-required operation. So
nut hulls or ground corncob
yes, Darryl, you can watch
media, the grungiest brass The Magnum Inertia TV in the living room while
comes out slick and spanky- Bullet Puller is just priming cases and you won’t
clean. Capacity is 1,000 9mm one of Lyman’s great even disturb the Missus!*
or 600 .45 ACP hulls, just reloading products.
A Lyman Magnum Inerfor example. Many reloaders
tia Bullet Puller belongs on
rate Berry’s 400 higher than far more your must-have list, because believe it
expensive tumblers; good to know, or not, even you can make mistakes!
right?
You just loaded a hundred rounds
The performance of the Giraud with the right amount of the wrong
Power Case Trimmer just stunned me. powder? Or the wrong amount of the
If you shoot and reload lots of bottle- right “ka-blooey dust”? No problem!
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“Squirt ’em with
the white foam.”

“Then hit ’em
with the red can.”
Home defense tools come in
many forms. Learn to be
prepared for ﬁre or home
invasion with help from Clint
Smith’s Thunder Ranch DVD
training course.
Three Course

BONUS

Includes:
Concealed
Carry Options
Home
Defense
Vehicle
Defense
Two-disc set only $49.95 — Order Today:

(800) 628-9818 (M-F 8am-3pm PST)
www.americanhandgunner.com/TRvids
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A few taps on the bench with this tool
will safely separate and trap the components. Featuring a newly engineered
head design which fits calibers from
the teensy 5.7x28 FN to the big magnums, this full-size “whoops” solver
has a comfy handle with a soft rubber
insert for a sure grip. And don’t worry;
it can’t talk, so it won’t rat you out to
your shooting buddies!
We haven’t even covered reloading dies, powders and several other

categories of goodies, and if you’re
just thinking about getting into reloading, you might feel a little overwhelmed already. Don’t be; it’s really
not that bewildering. First, just get
a good manual; not one that only
lists loads, but one that explains the
whole process. Two good choices are
The ABC’s of Reloading by Rodney
James, and the 2nd edition of Modern Reloading by Richard Lee. You
might even find ’em in your local library, if the PC Police haven’t found
and burned them. Then take a deep
breath, pick up your chin and whisper, “OK, bucko, let’s make some munitions! Good luck! Connor OUT

*My buddy Darryl wanted to sit on
his sofa and enjoy a little TV with his
Missus—and also get some case priming done. He brought his 30-pound
reloading press in from the garage
and C-clamped it to the coffee table.
To Mrs. R’s credit, she didn’t say a
word—though she may have been in
shock—until he gave the lever a mighty
pull. The mechanical Clank-CLANK!
was bad enough, but it was followed
by the crash! as the coffee table, a
vase of flowers and assorted porcelain
tchotchkes overturned onto the deck…
then she spoke. A couple of years later,
he bought a quiet little Lee hand primer. The lesson: Don’t do a Darryl.

Berry’s Mfg, Inc.
401 N. 3050 East, St. George, UT 84790
(800) 269-7373
www.gunsmagazine.com/berrys-mfg

Smartreloader Mfg.
701 Lawton Rd., Charlotte, NC 28216
(800) 954-2689
www.gunsmagazine.com/
smart-reloader-usa

Giraud Tool Company
3803 Dawn Ln., Richmond, TX 77406
(281) 238-0844
www.gunsmagazine.com/giraud

Thinking about reloading? First read Lee’s
Modern Reloading to get all the basics.

Hornady
3625 W. Old Potash Hwy.
Grand Island, NE 68803
(800) 338-3220
www.gunsmagazine.com/hornady

Lee Precision
4275 County Rd. U, Hartford, WI 53027
(262) 673-3075
www.gunsmagazine.com/lee-precision
Lyman
475 Smith St., Middletown, CT 06457
(800) 225-9626
www.gunsmagazine.com/lyman-products

World’s Finest Magazines

“OPTIMUM”... THE WORLD’S BEST MAGAZINES

MEC-GAR is proud to offer “Optimum” - our new
and unique series of high capacity flush-fit pistol
magazines.
The new design of the magazine housing and
interlinked magazine components, together with
a special Anti-Friction Coating offer far superior
performance even in difficult operational
environments.

The increased firepower of MEC-GAR “Optimum”
magazines can be further raised by an optional “Plus
Two” adapter. “Plus Two” is a new set of hollow
butt-plate and inner base to raise the capacity of the
MEC-GAR “Optimum” magazine by 2-rounds and
stick out only 5/8” from the butt of the pistol!
Available For:

Beretta 92FS 9mm 18rd / 20rd
Beretta 96FS .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Para-Ordnance P14 .45ACP 14rd
SIG P226 9mm 18rd / 20rd
SIG P226 .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Springfield XD 9mm 18rd
Springfield XD .40S&W 13rd
Taurus PT92 9mm 18rd / 20rd
Taurus PT100 .40S&W 13rd / 15rd
Mec-Gar USA, Inc., 905 Middle Street, Middletown, CT 06457
Tel: (800) 632-4271
Fax: (860) 635-1712
www.mec-gar.com
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